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UnlverS|tyofSaskatchewan 4 - § I chose to usdialogueas an instructional method; this dialogue is introduced through topics takdr -+ y
) 1l from childrenos |l iteratur e. | s e| damileewhoaen Il ¢ al  srsesssssssssssssssssssssnsnsnssnsnsnnnnnnnnnnns ok
Very young children have already been ek - | | . . .
ydyt 9 q b f q b yd .. 1 ] diverseby way of ability, culture/heritage, family composition, First Nations Metis Inuit heritage, pelf ¢ Teachers must examine thewn belle_fs
POSEL 1O and have 1ormed biased opinigns -concept, friendship, bullying, gender, and socioeconomic status. Many lessons incorporate a gom- and assumptionswhile exploring social

about others due to differences in ability, skin
color, family composition, socioeconomi
background, language, and gender. | am mpk-
INng a conscious effort to teach amti-bias
curriculum In a manner that will foster th
development ofrespect and understanding
of diversity in my students. | am usinghil-
dr enos | as B eahiald fordiadogue
and reflection. The opportunity to include a
intern in this project has enhanced my gdal
and invited another voice into the conversh:

justice topics.

S ¢ Kindergarten children are capable of

- thinking critically about social justice,

— participating inreflective dialogue and
beingcalled to actiont hr o u g h

parison between two stories or characters to help students make connections and rgoutsmize
ties and differences.
literature.

T e 1™ S ¢We open our minds and hearts when we

15‘" — [ B - participate in dialogue and foraonnec-
w2t : - - tions with characters and storylines.
B | B ¢ This Is the beginning of asngoing jour-
ney, as young students have only begunt
their journey into formal educa- |

and
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iWith raised consciousrfess a i - L
to expose injustice, early childhood teacherscan § Those Shoes (Boelts 2007), Is a story about Jeremy, who can't afford new shoes. As a contrast t thls ]
begin to create a more equitable society by teach- i story, we readrancy Nancy (O'Connor, 2006), about a girl who loves everything fancy. We compar¢d I ~ e
Ing Its youngest members to badvocates for jus- § - t he characterso6 family c¢ompwasnittsi oann, Whametakslpsidzui]i t i es, bedrooms, and o6
icc (Hyland, 2010, p. 8F). Nancy, they spoke more about her material possessions than to her personality or to the plot of th¢ story.
- - One student referrwdoteoWbhbamybpmpamedytasJdJanfemyos family, which
consisted of himself and his grandmother. - -
Research Problem ¢ Fly Away Home is a story about Andrew and his father, who live in an airport (Bunting, 1991). Thip = T —— :
book introduced the students to the realithomelessness They were 1 ntrigued by AndrewO0Os need t o
e CroTTTmEmmmEmmmmmmEmRmEmmmmmmEmRmEEt earn extra money to help buy food, which they connected to later while watching the Haitian dancgrs in- - I
This project asks the questioBan kinder- terpret a story about a boy who needed to shine shoes to provide for himself.
garten children think critically about social ¢ The Peace Book (Parr, 2004) is about the many aspects of ped&ebegan with a discussion about] - - -
justice, participate In reflective dialogue, what they thought Opeaced meant as | documerfted their answers. Many of

and be called to action when these topic T
are presented through c |
| hope children connect the worlds they are p-

troduced to through literature to their o

a susmmaklng demonstration and tasting party.

¢ Soni 0s Me n dEydndstn, h9§H was enriched by a visit from Resurrection
Dance Theatre of Haitl. They connected a trapped bird frétg Away Home with Soni's confine-
ment to a crib.

¢ My Painted House, my Friendly Chicken, and Me (Angelou, 1994), this led us to try painting pi
tures with feathers. Students found similarities and differences between themselves and Buoanli, aj
Africangi r | . They were abl e to |l dent 1 f y wi t h Th
pared their pets to
they also go to school and enjoy playlng W|th whistles and blcycles

lives by asking questions and participating n
dialogue. My goals for the students and -

self are, toenhance seHworth and under- |
standing of diversity, and to cultivate empa-

thy (Paley, 2007). | also hope that my st§i- |
dents will start taecognize injustice and in |
some way be moved t@ct upon it (Corson,

2000), If not In kindergarten, then perhaps jn chardoés audi o
their future. C &= > story and of First Nations music

recordlng The drum musi c 1 n
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